FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

The government grants pensions to old soldiers,
to aged public servants, to functionaries, and to
teachers as well as to some seamen permanently
liable to service in the navy. The State also
compels miners to provide for old age by surren-
dering % per cent of their wages. This is dupli-
cated by the employer and also by the country.
In 1907 the Chamber of Deputies voted an old-
age pension for labourers, which has been lately
ratified by the Senate.

Public opinion has moved so rapidly in this
direction that many corporations of their own
accord have put the principles of this law into
practice and provided old-age pensions for
1,200,000 employees. The seven great railroad
companies of France, in 1906, devoted 67,000,-
000 francs to old-age pensions for their 200,000
servants.1 The Bank of France not only pro-
vides pensions and encourages the mutual-aid
societies of its employees, but in 1908 it founded
a Soci6tS de prSvoyance dotale, a society to pro-
vide the children of employees with a dowry at
the time of their marriage.2 The sum devoted
by this institution to improve the condition of its
personnel is 2,500,000 francs a year. Further-
more, the State has an organisation whereby any

1 Yves Guyot, Le Sitcle, Dec. 15, 1908.
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